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OUR POREIGN RELATIONS.
[rmom TmE BAILY INTELLIGENCER OF MONDAT. ]

Our readers have been made aware of our de-
sire and our purpose, the subject having been
fairly taken in hand by both Houses of Congress,
to refrain {rom any further discussion, on our part,
of the merits of the Oregon question. From that
purpose we shall' not now depart, albeit strongly
tempted to do so.

It has, however, become our duty to put our
readers, and especially those who are engaged in
commercial and maritime ' pursuits, (and therefore
most likely to be affected by a change in the present
prosperous circumstances of the country,) upon
their guard aysinst too great a reliance upon our
predications, by stating -that récent -occurrences
have shaken the confidence which we have hereto-
fore expressed in the peaceful termination of the
Oregon contraversy. We refer, of course, to the
indications which the Debate in the House of Re-
presentatives has furnished upon the subject.

Our avowed confidence in a peacelul termination
of ‘the controversy was founded upon a convic-
tion, derived from the Annual Message of the
President of the United States, (taking all its
parts together,) that he looked forward to a pacific
result, which, we do not doubt, he still expects.
This confidence was fortified by the information
which has reached this country, in different ways,
unofficial but credible, that the British Government
has anxiously desired, and yet desires, to maintain
peaceful relations with the United States. And
when, added to these considerations, we saw Mr.
Cavuoun, a leading member of the Democratic ma-
jority in the Senate, availing himself of the earliest
opportunity afler taking his seat to deelare himself
for peace, we felt justified in congratulating our
readers on the fact of so important an accession to
the body of those legislators “ who think that
“ peace may yet be preserved with honor, and
“ who are not, at any rate, disposed to incur the
4 hazards and horrors of war until all efforts for a
« pacific and honorable adjustment of the dispute
4 ghall be exhausted.”

We cannot, even now that the course of the De-
bate in the House has unsealed our eyes, and shown
us how near we stand to the edge of a precipice,
persuade ourselves that a majority in either House
of Congress would, all things else being equal,
prefer war to peace ; but we must confess our ap-
prehensions that the tone of the Debate in the
House of Representatives, connected, as it must be,
in the estimation of all the foreign world, with the
clsim to “ the whole of Oregon,"” set up in the Pre-
sident’s Message, cannot but be of the worst augury
for the maintenance of peace.

We desire therefore to recall any expressions of
confilence which we have heretofore felt ourselves
authurized to use in regard to the peaceful termina-
tion of this Oregon dispute ; hoping, at lhe same
time, that counsels wiser than those which now
seem in the ascendant may yet avert the dire
catastrophe of War. -

[FROM THE DAILY INTELLIGENCER OF TUESDAT. ]

The Oregon question came up yesterday in the
SeNATE, upon the motion of Mr. ALLen, with a view
to fixing a time for its discussion, which Mr. AvLEx
moved should be postponed and made the order of

" the day for Tuesday, the 27th of this month. A

motion of Mr. WestcorT, however, to postpone it
to the 10th of February, was decided in the affirm-
ative by a vote of 32 to 18 ; a vote which certain-
ly argues an indisposition, on the part of the Se-
nate, to precipitate the question. Mr. WestcorT
did not indeed place his motion distinetly on that
ground ; but a reference to the yeas and nays on
the question will show that the delay was against
the wishes of these who- have heretofore been for-
ward in pressing the matter upon the Senate.

This.vote of the Senate, however, we presume,
indicates no more than a determination to act on
the subject with deliberation, in a manner worthy
of the dignity of that body.

The apprehension, which we yesterday founded
upon the tone of the debate in the House of Repre-
sentatives, is certainly in some degree qualified by
yesterday's action of the Senale, in so far as the
delay of a month before acting cannot but be
favorable to calm consideration and wise decision.

We embrace the opportunity to say that, in our
yesterday’s reference to this subject, our only pur-
pose was o guard our readers from relying too
much upon our own speculations on the probabili-
ties of a peaceful or a hostile termination of the de-
bated question, and our expressed confidence in the
former result, which they might suppose to have
been based upon facts known to us and not to them.
We still think that there will be peace between us
and old England, but we do not feel the same con-
fidence of it since the disclosures made in the de-
bate still going on in the House of Representatives.
That is all we meant to say.

A movement something like looking War in the
face, and preparing for it, was made in the Senate
yesterday. This was the introduction of a Bill
from the Committee on Naval Affairs (founded
doubtless on estimates from the proper Department)

_ for the construction of ten steam vessels of war,

and - iating between five and six millions of
dollars for the purpose. This will do for a begin-
ning ; but it is not more than one-fourth of the
amount which ought to be forthwith appropriated
for the same purpose, (in addition 1o the ordinary
Naval expenditures,) if we seriously expect to have
occasion for any addition whatever to the Naval
Establishment.

[#mox THE DATLY INTRLLIGRNCER oF THORSDAT. )
The atention of our readers cannot fuil to be at-
tracted by the proceedings in the Senate yesterday,

the attempt to get up in that body a debate upon a
proposition (that of Mr. Arpex) which falls litle
short of a general declaration of war against all the
nations of Europe, not in defence of any rights of
the United States, but in a spirit of Quixotic enter
prise for the redress of all grievances, without re-
ference to their merits, which any nation on the con-
tinent of America may at any time allege against
said nations, or any one of them. The debate
upon such a proposition could not fail to disturb the
harmony of our relations with all the restof the
world, As to -passing it, we presume that even
the mover (though he is the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Foreign Relations) eannot have anticipated
any eventual success for his proposition. The vote
by which the unusually full Senate, on the instant,
signified its disapprobation of it, was sufficiently
decisive, but, we take it for granted, would have
been much more so, had it involved any other ques-
tion concerning it than that of reception merely.

We congratlate the country, further, that the
distinguished Fenator from Keéntucky, who has been
reported in letters written from this city to in-
tend, with some other Whig Senators, 1o vote
for a Legislative act giving off-hand the twelve
months’ notice of the abrogation of the conven-
tional stipulation for the joint occupation of the
Oregon territory, has, by the evidently carefully-
considered proposition introduced by him, indicated
the course which he proposes to pursue; and that
it is such as to be worthy of his reputation as a
statesman and a patriot, whose object is an honor-
able peace, if attainable, in preference to an unne-
cessary and forced war. The consideration of his
proposition is made the order of the day for the
same day that has been already fixed upon for the
consideration of the resolution on the same subject
reported by the Committee of Foreign Relations ;
that is to say, the 10th day of February.

Wil et~ 1

IMPORTANT FROM MEXICO.

By the United States ship St. Marys, which ar-
rived at Pensacola on the 2d instant, in ten days
from Vera Cruz, we learn (through the Pensacola
Gazette) of the refusal of the Mexican Govern-
ment to receive Mr. SuipeLL as Minister from the
United States. Mr. 8., however, has not returned
in the 8t. Marys, nor does the Gazetfe vouch for the
correctness of the news; but says that it is “ dis
¢ posed to credit it on account of our eritical rela-
* tions with Great Britain, a circumstance of which
¢ Mexico would not hesitate to take advantage.”
On the other hand, the Pensacola Democrat, which
says that Mr. SuipeLL “was not well received,”
ascribes the conductof the Mexican Government
to the impending revolutions by which it is cmbar-
rassed. :

A private letter, dated at Pensacola on the 3d in-
stant, which we find in the Mobile Journal, throws
but little additional light on the subjeet. It says:

“The 8t. Marys, which vossel you will remomber carried

our Minister tb ‘Vera Cruz, srrived here yesterday evening
after a voyage of ten days, and anchored off' the Navy Yard.
Up to the time 1 writo no one from shore has boarded her, but
several had come ashore from her. She is understood to bring
large despatches for our Government. Those who came from
her report (and the report is credited) that our Minister was
badly received by the Mexican Government, and was in fuct
insulted. Another version of the story is, that he was not
received and recognised as such at all. Both reports, how-
ever, resolve themselves pretty much into the same thing. This
stalement has created no little excitement here, and, if true,
85 I have but little doubt ono or the other is, it is presumed
that the entire Gulf squadron will shortly appear before Voru
Cruz.”
The New Orleans Courier of January 3, with
'some information apparently ndt possessed by other
papers of that cily, discusses at large the probabi-
lity of the success of Mr. ScipeLn's Mission to
Mexico. According to ils views (as translated and
condensed for the Picayune) this success must de-
pend upon the ability of the Government of Presi-
dent Herrera to withstand the attack of Paredes.
The Courier enters at length into the circumstances
and position of both these chieftains, as well as
of Generals Arista and Bustamente, and thence it
deduces the almost certain triumph of Paredes.
But the principle upon which Paredes will go into
power is that of unqualified resistance to the an-
nexation of Texas to the United States, and to the
dismemberment of the Mexican Republic. Hence,
the Courier argues, his supremacy will be fatal to the
hopes entertained of success for the American Min-
ister. The latest account received at New Orleans
brought a report that Paredes had declared against
Herrera, and was marching upon the capital : but in
the mean time the Government orgun at Mexico has
officially announced that Paredes had assured the
President that he would stand. by and support the
Government in negoliating with the United States,
in case the popular clamor against making peace
should endanger the safety of the Government.

* Private letters have been received from Mr.
SvipeLy, which state * that he arrived in the city of
Mexico on the 8th December, and was still there
on the 17th, but they make known nothing defini-
[tive on the subject of his reception.”

We have other intelligence, professing to be
founded on reports brought by the St. Mary's,
which represents Mexico to be in a great state of
commotion, ‘daily anticipating a revolutlon, which
restrains the present Government (believed to be
favorable to the reception of Mr. Supess) from
taking any action on the subject.
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PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS.
Extracts from our Daily Reports.

IN THE SENATE.

On ‘motion of Mr. ALLEN, the resolution reported by
him from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to annul and
abrogute the existing convention belween the United States
and Great Britain in relation to the territory lying between the
forty-second and the fifty-fourth degree forty minutes of north
latitude, and extending from the Rocky Mountains to the Pa-
cific ocean, was taken up.

Mr. Avixx made this motion, he said, as he had stated he
would dp at the time when he made the report from the com-
mittee, al an early day in the present week, in order that he
might have an nmrl.uni&y of meving to fix some particular
day for its dise . He now moved that the resolution be
to and made the special order of the day for Tues-
day, the 27th instant, :

Mr. HAYWOOD said that, for his own part, he would
prefer that a later day should be named ; but, by way of com-
promise, ho would move an amendment that’ Tuesduy, the
third day of February next, be the day named.

Mr. ALLEN said it was very natural to expect that on
great questions like these there should be a diversity of desire
as to the time for proceeding to their consideration. He was
aware that circumstances might make it extremely desirable to
the Senator from North Carolina that the resolution should

be postponed to the day he had named ; but, on the other

hand, other Senators desired an carlier duy than he bad him-
sell named.  The dosire of the commitloe was to sccommo-
date all, ns far as it was possible ; and, with this view, they
had settled upon the day which be bad now proposed. He
regretied extremely that he could not iesce in the

made by his friend, the Senator from North Carolina.

He
upon the presence of the Senator at the comimencement, ds
well as during the continuance of the discussion, und on ac-
count of the desire which the Senator naturally entertained
to be present. Bul it was one of those questions upon which
it was impossible that all persons should be of cne mind ; and
equally impossible that the wishes and convenience of every
particular momber of thut body could be consulted. He wish-
ed to say to his friend from North Carolina that he felt com-
pelled to adhere to the motion which he had made, without
entertaining the least disposition to thwart his wishes on the

subject.
~ Mr. HAYWOOD said he did not wish to be understood as
intimating that the Senator from OhioJad uny desire to cross
his views or wishes, nor did he wish the Senate to suppose
that he desired the arrangement of a question of this rort to be
made with a view only to suit his personal convenience. He
certainly did not expect to be heré on the day named by the
Senator from Ohio, but that consideration slone did not in-
fluence hiin in the desire which he felt for a further postpone-
ment.  He thought that three or four weeks would be quite
little time enough for allowing Senators to consult their con-
sciencos and to form their judgments upon the question, and
it would afford time also for the development of events which
might or might not influence their decisions. When he spoke
o{tj.nn for reflection, he did not mean that any great length
of time was necessary to enable Senators to come 1o a decision
#s o any particular point. But the resolution presented s
very important, and, in the opinion of some, an all important
question—no less than the question of war or pesce ; and un-
der this view he felt bound to make the motion which be had
made by way of amendient, in order that the action of the
Senate might be more matured by taking three weeks for think-
ing before talking on the swbject ; for, in his opinion, speech-
making in the Senate had more effect in directing the public
mind than in enlightening the Senate itself upon the subject.
h_ﬁ. WESTCOTT said he was in favor of n still longer
E;rmd than that suggested by the SBenator from North Caro-
a. If the question were of that vast importance ; if it were
a question in fact, as had been argued there and olsewhere,
of peace or of war, it was one which would derive no disadvan-
tage from a postponement for three or four weeks. Besides, it
was a question on which the Senators from the new States
had a right to be heard, and on the decision of which they
had a right to bave their votes recorded.  If it were the case
that war or depended on the favorable action or other-
wise of the upon this question, (in to which
he would not now express an opinion, ) Senators from the new
States were more ly interested than soy others; and he
could see no reason why the discussion should be urged, or
why the decision of the question should he pressed.  He would
frankly state that if it were without an epportunity
being afforded for good ad t, his own course might
possibly be entirely different from what it would be if the ques-
tion should be to what he ived to bea )
able time : until the e of every section of the Union
might have time afforded to reflect upon it, and until the
people in that section of the country which he had the honor
in part to represent might have time to communicate 1o their
Representatives the result of their reflections. He did not
know whether the gentleman from North Carolina would ac-

cede 1o his ition to extend the time one week longer
than he proposed. He would at all events submit that
motion.

‘T'he question upon this motion to postpone until the tenth
duy of February being put—

Mr. MANGUM called for the yeas and nays upon it ;
which were ordered.

Mr. CALHOUN then said he rose simply for the pu;puw
of stating that, as far as he was individually concerned, he
had no wish for a prot d posty of the question ;
but if any Senator desired that there should be delay, for the
purpose of giving the subject further consideration, or for any
other cause, he would be averse to ing it ; but he desired
that it should ba distinetly unde that if he voted for fix-
ing n distant day, it was only for the sake of accommodating
those Senators who desired further delay.

Mr. ARCHER said he was one of those who were in favor
of fixing the 27th as the day for the discussion of the subject,
but he would willingly vote for a later day, because he did
not think there was any good reason why the decision of the
Senate should be precipitated. As long as Congress remain-
ed in session it was in their power at any time w pass the no-
tice 3 and, if they were to postpone it until near the clase of
the session, he thought it would be quite as well. It would
then be as effectual as at any other time. News might reach
thom in the mean time which would render it a work of su-
pererogation.  He had coincidod with the views of the com-
miltee in naming the 27th, but he was quite willing to scqui-
esce in the appointment of any later day.

The question was then taken on Mr. Wescorr's proposi-
tion appointing the 10th day of February next, and it was de-
cided in the affirmative, as follows : ’

YEAS—Mensrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Cal-
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regretted it both on account of the vilue which he placed | col

the whole number of petty officers, seamen or ordinary seamen
landsmen, wod boys in the suval service 1o seven thousan
five hundred, be aud the same is hereby repealed.

NON-INTERFERENCE OF EUROPEAN NATIONS
IN AMERICAN AFFAIRS,

Mr. ALLEN, in pursuance of notice previously given, ask-
od leave to introducg » joint resolution declarstory of the prin-
eiple by which the United States will be governed in regard
to the interposition of the Powers of Europe in the political
afliirs of the independent nations of America.

The reading of the resolution was called for, and it was read
by the Secretary, us follows :

Resotved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That ve-
cent manilistations ol a disposition by certain Powers of Eu-
rope to interfere in the political arvangements of this continent,
with & view to the entoreemept of the Euvopean priveiple of
the ¢ balanee of l[umrer ** upon the independent nations of Ame-

riea, busing maude it in his judgment the duty of the President
of lfle United Stutes to call the attention of Congress to this
hjeet in his 1 wnd Lo , on the part of

¥
L) it . . s
the Unitel States, the counter prineiple of non-intervention,

itis the ii‘:;d;{lm:m of (Jung’rl:u that the sunouncement thus
mnde b President was leil by the manifest hnzard
to which such interference would inevitably expose the vela-
tions of penee now subsisting between the old world und the
new,

Resolved, That Congress, thus eoncurving with the Presi-
det, and seusible that this subjeet has been foroed upon the at-
tention of the United States by recent eventa so signiticant as
1o make Winpossible for this Government longer W vemain
silent, without appearing ready to submit to and even igvite
the enforeersnt of this rous doetrine, do herehy tok‘%nl_\'
declare Lo the eivilized world the unalterable resolution of the
Unites] States to adhere to and to cnforee the priveiple that any
effort of the Powers of Europe to intermeddle in the socid or-

nization o political arvangements of the independent -

ons of Americn, or further to extend the European system of
Government upon this contineut by the establishment of new
onies, would be incompatible with the independent exist-
ence of the nations and dangerous to the liberties of tho people
of Ameriea, and therefore wounld incur, as by the right of scli-
resetvation it would justify, the prompt resistince of the
nited States. : :

Mr. ALLEN desired that it might be read a second time
by its title, with a view Lo its reference to the Commiltee on
Foreign Relations.

Mr. JARNAGIN inguired whether leave had yet been gi-
ven for its introduction.

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated thut the question
would be on granting leave to introduce the resolution.

Mr, CALHOUN said he would like to hear the whole reso-
lation again read before being called upon o decide even upon
the preliminary question of its pti It might be a mat-
ter of vist importance, and he certainly thought that in all
such cases the sanetion of even a vote for the reception of a
proposition should not be given by the Senate without a clear
understanding of its nature ; and, in this case, he would ven-
ture to gay that not five Senators knew what the resolution
contained.

The resolution having been ngain read—

Mr. CALHOUN proceeded o remark that every Senator
must be aware that, in the present condition of the country,
this resolution called upon the Senateto make a most sulemn
declaration ; and it would be a matter for their serious reflec-
tion, in the course of the discussion of the guestion, in case
the motion to receive be carried, how far they were prepared
to earry such a declaration into effect. -

No man, said Mr. €., can view with stronger feelings than
I do the improper interference of the Powers of Europe with
the people of this continent ; and I take this opportunity to
sy that, asfar as my information extends, the interference in
the affairs of the Republic of Buenos Ayres by the French and
English Governments was an outrage altogether unprecedent-
ed and unjustifiable.

Baut it is a very great and serious question whether we shall
take upon ourselves the guardisnship of the whole continent,
and pledge ourselves for its protoction under all ci nees.
Have we reached such a state of maturity that we are prepar-
od to take this course of policy *  Sir, it will have to be a very
different course from any which has been heretofore pursued.
If we are determined to make our declaration mean any thing,
if we ure determined that the course indicated shall be pur-
sued, the entire energies of the country must be put in a state

of preparation,
g?; the subject requires time, and I am sorry to see il agi-
L tatedent this moment. | am afraid it will have no
beneficial effect upon our relations with the rest of the world.
(t President of the United States has, in his message to
gress, made the same announcement as is made Dy this
resolution. Why mnot for the present be satisfied with that
announcement ! Bir, even the declartion made by Mr.
Monroe was one the prapriety of which was questioned by

| lect, and I do not remember the objects contemplated by that
bill ; but it s quite another affair when o matter of great na-
tional moment is refused introduction here. :

The SBenator from South Carolina thinks that, at this parti-
cular period, we should remain silent.  Sir, it is the eircum-
stances in which the world is placed st this particular time
which, in my judgment, requires the consideration of Con-
gress. | believe that the message of President Polk has ro-
ceived from the American people as undivided approbation as
any document that ever emanated from a public functionary in
the United Stabes ; and his declaration on the subject of for-
eign interference being tantinlly but a reiteration of the
declmation of President Monroe, ean, if I am not under a very
great mi hension, encounter no serious objection fromn
any true American mind.  This | consider u very substantial
reason for the presentation of the subject,

Lion

No. 236.

Mr, CRITTENDEN observed that it was his intention to
conform to thal course.

The resolution was then read, oulered to be printed, and
made the order of the day fer the 10th day of February next.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRENTESATIVES.
STEAM NAVY.

Mr. McDOWELL asked leave to submit the following re-
solutions :

Resolved, That the Committee on Nuval Affairs be instruet-
ed 1o obtain, through the agency of the Seeretury of the Trea-
sury or otherwise, statements from the several collectors of the
customs in the United States of the and other vessels en-
rolled in the respective distriets, employed in the
fisheries or in the lakes, constwise navigation, which

And now a word as to the time for ils | The
Piesident declares that, in the existing circumstances of the
world, the present is deemed & proper vccusion to reiterate the
principle assorted by Mr. Monroe, and to state his cordial eon-
currence in its wisdom and sound policy.  The reassertion of
this principle, especially in reference to North America, is at
this day but the promulgation of & policy which no Buropean
Power should cherish the disposition to resist,

The President deems that the existing cireumstances of the
world muke it imperative upon him—not a century hence, but
Now—to call the attention of Congress to the Hl.lhi:?cl. But,
sir, I shall go not ot all into the deep waters which the ques-
tion opens up ; I'shull not go into the rewsons founded on the
necessity for looking Lo the preservation of national existence,
which arise out of the considoration of this great and momen-
tous question.

I shall not undertake now to review the system of European
policy—n system growing out of their desive to ensure what
they choose to call a balance of power. These are consider-
ations which 1 trust will hereafter, during the present session
of Congress, receive some degree of attention on the part of
the Senate of the United States,  If there be a disposition to
refuse the reception of this resolution, I shall content myself
with asking the yeas and nays of the body, in order that the
resolution, with the votes, may stand upon the journal as a
record of my own views upon the matter embraced in the
resolution.

Mr. CALHOUN said the manner in which the resolution
was introduced certainly struck him as being somewhat ex-
traordinary.  The chairman of a committee to whom a
part of the President’s Message had been referred, introduces,

a resolution relating to the very subject referred
Mr. ALLEN. The Senator is right ; it i= my own pro-

position.

Mr. CALHOUN. 1 certainly think the Senator has no
precedent for such o course, and [ doubt whether it is not en-
tirely out of order. Have the other members of the com-
mittee been consulted ?  Have my worthy and gallant friend
from Michigan und the other members of that commitiee been
consulted 7 No, sir; the chairman takes up a portion of the
President’s Message which has been referred w his commit-
tee, and on his own responsibility brings forward a resolution
in relation to it. Why, he might take up every other sub-
jeet in the same manner, without consultation with the com-
mittee at all.  Sir, this of itself is 8 good and sufficient rea-
son for refusing permission to introduce the resolution.

The gentlemun himsell, Mr. President, has assigned a good
reason why it should not be received. He says it is twenty-
one years since Mr. Monroe made the declaration, and it has
become the settled opinion of the American people. Then
why reiterate it on the present occasion, unless it.be designed
that it shall have an rﬁ‘oet upon other portions of the world
besides our own *  8ir, I intend to provoke no discussion. |
know the difficulties which surround us. [ am for peace, as
I have said before, if peace can be honorably preserved ; and
[ am not for rushing into measures which may have the effect
of disturbing the peaceful relations which now exist, without
having some good and sound reason for the adoption of such
“measures.

Sir, 1 am against the reception of this resolution, unless
Senators are prepared to go on and meet all the contingencies
contemplated by it. Ifso, if we ure to take this stand, we
must be prepared to put forth -all our strength ; we must be-
come at once a great military republic, and take eamest and
effectual measures to repel all foreign interference upon this

continent. -

Sir, it would have been better to make the declaration em-
bruced in this resolution in refe B Ayres &b once.
It is the part of wisdom to make wise and efficient prepara-
tion before incurring a responsihility of this description,
There is no dignity in such a hasty proceeding. T'rue digni-
ty consists in making po declaration which we are not pre-
pared 1o maintain. 1 am utterly opposed to the reception of

many wise heads. I did not; but I was a far younger man
then than at present. And I have heard the tiegotistgrs of
that period say it had a very injurious effect upon foreign
Powers.  One thing is certain, it led to no practical benefit.
Sir, we are approaching great events, and I am afraid we
are not approaching them with that solemnity and forethought
which pioperly belongs to thom. In my opinion we are
standing at a joncture where two roads part, one to the right
and one 10 the lefl, and according as we decide at this session
of Congress, the future destinies of this country will turn.
[ am for solemn deliberation even upon the question of receiv-
ing a resolution sucl as this. T regret that the chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations has introduced it. 1
would rather that the matter should be lefl where the Presi-
dent has placed it ; and Itrust that the gentleman will not press
the question, in any form or shape, atthe present moment.
Mr. ALLEN said he had no expectation that the resolu-
tion would be adopted by the SBenale withoul encountering
some opposition ; but he had not supposed that the bare intro-
duction of it as a matter for the Senate to deliberate upon
woull be met by so decided an opposition. Tt was not his
intention to go into an investigation of the principle involved
in the resolution, nor to reply to the suggestions of the Sena-
tor froin South Carolina further than to observe that the Sena-
tor was gertainly in crror in supposing that, because the Pro-
sident had declared the position of the Government of the
United States in relation to this watter, Congress ought to re-
main silent, and leave that declaration unsupported by the
balance of the Government.  What would then be the posi
tion of the ease >  The President communicates to Congress,
in his anoual message, under the clause of the Constitution
which requires him to communicate his views with regard to
public affairs annually to Congress—he communicates the
fanct of certain acts having been committed on the part of cer-
tain European Powers, which he deems sufficiently palpable to
require the announcement of the principle which he has an-
nounced. In obedience to this requirement of the Constitu-
tion, he has addressed this body and the House of Represen-
tatives on the subject.  And, having thus addressed himself
to Congress, under the oath which he has taken, and the con-
stitutional obligation which rested vpon him, if Congress re-

houn, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Colquitt,
Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Griene, Hay wood,
Jurnagin, Johnson, of Marylaud, Jolinson, of Lovisiann, Lewis,
MeDuffie, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps,
Speight, Uphum, Webster, Wasteott, Woodbridge, Yulee—a2.
NAYS—Messra. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Breese,
Bright, Cameron, Cass, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Huonegan,
Jenness, Nilds, ﬁﬂnph-. Sevier, Sturgeon, Tuaraey—18,

NAVAL DEFENCES.
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committes on Naval Aflairs,
;E;:d the following bill, which was road and ordered to be

“Be it enncted by the Senate and House of Representati
the Uwited m’ Ameriea in !{u wmbbd, ';‘;n:{
mrmnm of lt':ewll:itd gmmx he in herely wuthor-

to canse to ilt, equi employed in the paval
service of the United Sw:qg ten mdinﬂ;’vemh of war,
to be construeted of § if practicable, to wit : three of the

class ﬂh&ng five of the class of sloops of war, aud two of

See, 2. Jind be it enacted, That the President be
and he is hereby ﬁmw, if, in his opinion, at any
of the next regular session of

pu weies should require it, to eause to he
completed all' the frigates and sloops of war now upon the
stocks, and to repair and put into active service all the ships
uinel vessels of war now in ordinary.

See. 8. Jnd be it firther enacted, That the President be and

he is hereby » ved to purchase or eollect such naval sup-
plies, materials, and ordnance as he may doem the public in-
tevests require, limiting the ion for

amount to the
VO shnd b 1o Porkhar onbiind, A, W iveyiog
See. 4. . i b ing into ef-
feot the first seetion of this bill, the President h':‘;d he is
hereby authorized to cause said ships or vessels to be built un-
der eontract, if, in his opinion, the public interest would be

thereby k

Sce, 5. Jnd be it further enacted, That for the purpose
earrying ioto effeet the provisions, the sum of five
m{lﬁms six hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, to wit,

for the building and of ships and vessels ided for
in the fiest seotion .ﬁﬂ.‘ﬂu,‘m wiflions nine Nandved and

wenty thousand dollars ; for compl the and vessels
. " ﬁn&w twenty thon-
hhu- Ay

wnd ordnance, fivé

mafin totally silent and inactive on the subject, that silence
will be considered & negation of the principle Inid down by
the President.  That silence is, in el'l’e,ﬂ. a proclamation to
all the Powers of Europe that this Government, as far as the
legislative branch is concerned, does not recognise the prinei-
ple asserted by the President of the United States.

Naw, continued Mr. A., this is not a question floating in
the aif, that any man is at liberty to catch up and bring before
this boudy : it is a questi i Hly presented to us by
the President of the United States. It ix, therefore, substan-
tially before UCongress, and it is before Congress under circum-
stances which will make the silence of Congress amount to o
negation of the prineiple laid down by the President.

In regard to the question as to what shall be construed to be
such an interferenee s to require the Government of the Uni-
tod States 1o resort to this principle, this will be a question for
the solemn deliberation of this body and of the House of Re-
presentatives. This will be a question which will natarally
arise when this body shall have taken the subject fully under
its consideration, when the various opinions entertained by
members of this body may be manifested by propositions to
amend the re But, in 1 to the g I principle
laid down by Mr. Monroe, and sanctioned by the public opi-
nion of the American people for twenty-one years, sanctioned
also by the present President in his message to Congross—as
1o the propriety of this principle, I believe there can be no hesi-
tation or doubt, even on the part of the honorable Senator
from South Carolina.

But I do not feel that I am at liberty to go into this question
at large at this time.  Itis not my intention, nor have | asked
for the consideration of the subjeet immediately. Ihave inteo-
duced it in the form of a joint resolution, which will require all
ihe solemnities attached to the passage of a law before it can
reach its final adoption ; and I design, if the Senate do not reject

oF | it in limine, to move its reference to the Committee on Foreig

the resolution, and [ ask the yeas and nays upon the question,

Mr. JARNAGIN said he would abstain from entering into
any discussion upon this question at this time, though his dis-
inclination was inly not founded upon any want of cour-
tesy towards the Senator from Ohio ; but he was not prepar-
ed to vote upon the reception of a proposition of this
for he did not know whai would be the eflect of that vote ;
and for the purpose of having an opportunity of looking into
the matter, he would ask that the motion for leave be laid
upon the table : and upon that question he desired that the
yeas and nays might be taken,

Mr. CASS rose, but the y officer int d that the
motion now pending to lay the motion for leave upon the
table was not debatable.

The yeas and nuys were then taken, and resulted as fol-
lows : ]

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, Chal-
mers, Thomas Clayton, John M. Cluyton, Corwin, Crittenden,
Davis, Davton, Evans, Greeone, Haywood, Huntington, Jaruua-
in, Johuson, of Maryland, Johnson, of Louisiana, McDuffie,
Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Sinunons, Upham, Web-
ster, Westeort, WoodbFidge—2s,

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Benton, Breese,
Bright, Cameron, Cass, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield,
Hannegan, Jenness, Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, Semple, Se-
vier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Yulee—23.

THE OREGON QUESTION.

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired leave to introduce the follow-
ing resolution, with the intention of having it read and order-
ed to be printed, and made the order of the day for the 10th
day of February next : -

A Resolution concerning the Oregon Territory.
Wherens, by the convention concluded on the 20th dav of
October, 1818, between the United States of Ameriea and the
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and reland, for
the period of ten years, and afterwards indefinitely extended
and continued in foree by snother convention of the same par-
ties, concluded the Gth day of August, 1827, it was agrecd that
any country that may be elaimed E‘: either party on the northe
west eonst of Amerien, westward of the Stony or Hocky Moun-
tains, now commonly called the Oregon Vervitory, should, to-
gether with its harbors, bays, and erceks, and the navigation of
all rivers within the same, be “ free and open ™ to the vessels,
citizens, and subjeets of the two Powers, but without prejudice
to any elaim which cither of the parties might have to any
part of said country ; and with this further provision in the 2d
artiele of the mid eonvention of the fith August, 1827, that ei-
ther party might abrogate and annul said convention on giving
due notice of twelve monihs to the other contmcting party :

Al whercns it bus now beecome desirable that the respective
elaims of the United States and Great Britain should be defi-
nitively settled, and that said territory may, no longer thinn need
be, remain suljecGto the evil eonsequences of the divided alle-
ﬁjnnﬂ: of its American and British population, and of the con-

sion and conflict of national jurisdietions, dungerous to the
cherished pesce and good understanding of the two eountries:
With a view, thercfore, that steps be taken for the abrogu-
tion of the said convention of the 6th August, 1827, in the
mode preseribed in its 24 artiele, and that the attention of the
Governments of both countries may be the more carnestly and

on his own authority and responsibility, as I now understund, 4

wmay be of the burden of 400 tons and 3 Eiving in such
stat t the age and present cond of vessel, her
buriden, her general construetion, both for strength and suil-
ing ; the trade she is employed in, whether i‘l-inpll'l or the
usual time of her return to port, the estivasted value of such
vessel, the name of her owner or owners and sommanders, und
the number of her erew. : .
 Resolved, That the said committee be further iastructed wo
inquire into the expediency, practicability, and best mode of
rendering availuble to the Government, in the event of any ex-
lﬁl'llﬂl‘}' or necessity, the use of all siich vessels as may be suita-
ble ta its purpose, und the cmployment of the same, of their
existing ofticers und crews, ither upon the Ewﬂ- of a ma-
ritime militis for the United Stutes, or ise providing
for the purchase of such of said vessels as they may at any
time desive to take into theie service, or for sui ¢
sation to the owners during the period of such serviee, and for
granting such commissions to tK:ir commanders and other of-
ficers, and such pay to them und their erews as would be suit-
able and proper, Lving regard to the size of such vessel, ac-
cording to the rules and practice now in force in the navy.
Rewolved, That the said committée be further instructed,
upon receiving such statements or reports, and classifying the
different vessels necoriling to their size and gualities, whether
for defence on the lukes or the coast, or for service in feets, or
singly on the oceun, to inyuire into the most effective deseri
tion of armament for such vessels, and whether such as ma E
deemed most suitable aud proper be now on hand and in &
state of readiness for such se, and report to this House at
as early a day as practicable the result of such inquiries.

The resolutions were r_meivad. read, and adopted.

ROTATION IN AND APPORTIONMENT OF OFFICE.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved the following series
of resolutions : ;

Resolved, That rotation in office, in the opinton of this
House, is one of the eardinal tenets in a republican form of
Government, anid ou; never to be violated on any pretence
whatever, wud should be practised upon by all Administratiohs,
regardless of their party names,

esnlved, Thut ight yenrs, in the opinion of this House, is
the longest term any individual ought to be permitted to re-
main in office, whose appointment is conferred upon the Pre-
sident of the United States and the hesds of Departments, either
by the Counstitution or by law, and ut the expiration of said
teymn of service they should be considered incligible to re~
Appointmont,

Resokved, That, in the opinion of this House, the appoint-
ment of persons to office should be made upou the basis of rep-
resentation from the severul Stutes in the 88 of the Uni-
ted States; that is to say, the whole number of persons ap-
E’)mml to office lh;iluld he (li'vidrd by the \lh:;.l;: nnmberu:'

epresentatives, giving to each Conguiml strict in
Un‘aon its Fuir nnﬁ(;' of officers unde Federal Government.

Resolved, That, in the o_piluiuﬂ of this House, every Con-
gressional distriet in the Union is more than competent to fur-
nish its full quota of officers, upon the principle as lnid down
in the foregoing resolutions, who would be capable,
andl fuithful to the Constitution of the United States.

Rewofved, That, in the opinion of this House, immediately
after all the offices shall be filled o the ﬂ:d.pln as laid
down in these resolutions, the President and s of Depart-
meuts should divide the whole number of Coungressional dis-
triets into four equal divisions, or as near 0 as may be practi-

cuble, classing them one, two, tiree, and lour ; the officers be-
Iongluﬁ to the frst distriet Clhiu‘ into the first class, shall be
vaeate

at the expiration uflj'hl years ; those falling into the
second class shull be vaca at the expiration of six years ;
those falling into the third class shall be vacated at the expirn-
tion of four yeurs ; those falling into the fourth class .h.ﬁ‘ be
vaeated st the expiration of two years, so that one-fourth of the
whole number of officers thus sppointed woulil be retiring from
office every two years, and a new set coming in, to fll Vi
cancies thus oecasioned. !

Rewolved, That, in the opinion of this House, in the selec-
tion of individuals to fill the offices under the Federal Govern=
ment, due regard should be had to the farmers and ics
of the colintry, SUWNTo glve trem Mheir il on of said

offiees.

Rezolved, That, in the opinion of this House, the people,
the _primi sles of the Constitution, the spirit of the times, and
justice, al} demand at the hands of the sident and heads of
Departments, so soon as may be practienble, to carry into full
mnﬁ-ir efleet the principles and doetrines as laid down in the
foregoing resolutions. i

The resolutions having been read—

Mr, ISAAC E. HOLMES moved to amend by adding
the following - &

Revolved, That offices were created for the Government,
and not for spoils.

Debate arising, the resolutions were laid over under the

r
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Mr. VINTON, in pursuance of notice heretofore given,
obtained leave and introduced the fullowing of
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. [t was
read the firt and second time, and committed to the Commit-
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union :

Joint Resolution to wuendsthe Constitution of the United

tatis,

Resvived by the Senate and House of Representatives o,

the United b'?atm of America in C’mgl{n assembied, m{
thirds of both Howses concurrving,) That the following article
be proposed to the Legishatures of the several States as an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which,
when ratified by three-fourths of mid Legislatures, shall be-
come a part of said Constitution, viz.

Anricke . In and after the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty, the people in cach State entitled to vote for
members of the House of Representatives of the United Stutes,
shall eleet from among its citizens n candidate for the Presi-

deney of the United States, in which election a ﬂ"l" of il
the votes given shall be necessary to a_choice. 11, upon the
first vote in any State, no one shall have a of

person
ull the votes given, another vote shall be had, which

be
eomfined to the two persons having  the vumber of
votes at the former voting 3 and if, upon second vote, the

two persons voted for shall have an equal number of votes, the
choice hetween them shall be determined by lot, The elec-
tion of candidutes in ench State shall be certified to the Con-
gress of the | il States, and, after the certificates of elec-
tion in all the States shall have been transmitted to Congress,
witform balls, equal in number to the whole namber of mem-
hers of the Senate and House of Representatives, shall be de-

posited in an urn ; and, before the ng thereof, the name
of ench State in the United States be inseribed on ns many
of said balls as shall be to the whole number of its mem-

bers in bhoth branches [ Il‘ld, in the sence of
hioth Houses of L m shall be drawn m by lot,
andl the eandidate elected by the State the name of which is
upon the ball demwn out, be the President. All of the re-
ninining balls having upon them the name of that State shall
then be withdrmwn from the wn, when, firom those still re-
maining, another ball shall be immediately drawn out, in like
manner us the fivst, and the candidate elected by the State the
mume of which is ou that ball, shall be t.'le Viee President.

T'he times, places, and r of holding elections in the
several States for lidntes, the of ascertaining the
result, and of choosing by lot, when, on a second the two

crsons voted for shall have an equal number of votes, shall
ﬂpﬂ'urihdinmhsuwhytbe thereof ; but the
Congress may, st any time, by law, make or ulter such rv- -

Iations, or any part thereol. Congress shall, by law rez:
the mode of ,orr-t.ifying to it the E.lﬂ ‘&l TR §

immediately direeted to rencwed efforts for the seith tol
all their di s andd disputes in et to mid territory :
Be it resolved by the Senate and we of Representatives
“{ the United Stedes of Amevica in Congress asvembled, That
¢ President of the United States be, and he is hereby amthor-
ized, ut his diseretion, to give to the British Government t!ge
notiee requived by its said 2d artiele for the abrogation of the said
econvention of the 6th of August, 1827 FProvided, hewever,
That, in orler to afford ample time and opportunity for the
amieable settlenient and adjustment of all their differences and
disputes in respeet to said territory, said notice ought not to
be given till after the close of the present session of Congress,
Mr. CALHOUN suggested that it was an established par-
liamentary rule that when a subject is in the possession of the
Senate, o proposition upon the same subject can only be in-
trodueed by way of amendment. A departure from this rule
had been, in his opinion, the cause of great irregularity in the
other House, and he would suggest to the Senator whether it
would not be the better course to give notice that when the
subject comes up upon the report of the Committes on For-

Relations, in the expectation that it will there receive that grave
attention which the nature of the snhjeet requires, and that its
referonce will be followed by a report indicative of the sense of
the committee upon the subject.

And now | must be allowsd to say that | have never bofore
heanl an objection raised to the mere introduction of a mea-
sure, (however objectionable it might be eonsidered to be in
substance hy many Senators,) which had been commended to
the attention of Congress in the solemn form of the President’s
annual message. | believe there was a case when thore was
opposition manifested to the introduction of a bill, on & former
oveasion, in relation to matters connected wilhl.l'nmd'

| the United States, That s the only instance which I recol-

eign R , he would move his proposition by way of
amendment.
Mr, CRITTENDEN said he was not very well versed in
questions of order, but he supposed that the introduction of re-
solutions by one member did not ude the introduction of
resolutions upon the same subject by another. He desired to
offer his views in the form of a resolation, without intending
to make that resolution (he sabject of any immediste proceed-
ing on the part of the Senate, but that it be pastponed until
the 10th day of February, when the report of the Committee
on F' Relations would come up for discussion, and then
to move his resolution as an amendment.

Mr. CALHOUN said he made no objection.  He only sug-

gested 1o the Senator the parliamentary course.

" ice by lot of the President and V.cc Presi-
dent in the presence of the two
The second and tourth sections of the second article of the
Constitution of the United States, and the twelfth article of the
amendments thereto, shall beeome null and void on the taking
ellcet of this mmendment.

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE.
Bills were introduced, on leave, on notice of motions hereto-
fore given, as fullows
By Mr. CRANSTON : A bill to construct a military road
from Fort Adams to Newport, in Rhode Island ; twice read
and referred to the Committee on’ Military Affairs. .
By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON : A hill to grant land titles
in certain cases ; twice read and referred to the Committee on
the Public Lands. "

By Mr. MeCLERNAND : A bill to establish an armory
and foundry at Massac, on the Ohio river ; twice read and re-
ferred to the Committee on Military Aflairs.

Mr. MeCLELLAND : A bill for the relief of Charles
:;%xuﬁe : twice read and referred to the Committee on
Public 1 ;

By Mr. Jt:‘:’ns B. HUNT : Abill to extend the limits of
the Grand River and Saganaw land districts in the State of
Michigan ; twice read and referred to the Committee on the
Public Lands.

By Mr. MORGAN L. MARTIN : A bill to enable the

el b ot S i L

people of Wisconsin to form a Constitution and State Govern-

{ ment : twice read and referred to the Committee on the Ter-

DODGE : A bill granting eertain lands to the Ter-
t of the navigation of
; twice read and refor-

mtories.
Mr.

rilol:; of Towa to aid in the

the Des Moinos river in said i

" red to the Committee on the Public Lands.




